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1 . Transmittal of the transiatioii to the applicant 

The Internaiional Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the International Bureau of the inlemalional 
preliminary examination report esiablished by the Inlemalional Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant thai copies of thai translation have been iransrailled to the following elected Offices 
requiring such translation: 

AZ, CA, CH, CN, GH, KG, KP, KR, MK, M2, RU. TM 

The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this lime, will receive copies of that translation from 
the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU, BA, BB. BG, BR, BY, BZ, CO, CR, CU. CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EA, EC, EE, EG, EP. ES, Fl 
GB, GO, GE, GM, HR, HU. ID, IL, IN, IS. JP, KE, KZ, LC, LK, LR. LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD. MG, MN, MW, MX, Nl, NO, ' 
NZ, OA, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, SO, SD, SE, SG, SK. SL, SY, TJ. TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA. 
ZM, ZW 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the ofifldal language(s) of the elected 0£Qce(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes lo the international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Offlce concerned (Rule 74*1). See 
Volume n of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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3, This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I ^ Basis of the report 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV I^ck of unity of invention 
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VI I T Certain documents cited 
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International application No. 

PCT/AT2QQ3/000318 



1. With regard to the eJcmcnts of the international application:* 
Q the international application as originally filed 
^ the description: 



1-13 



pages 



tiie claims: 

pages 

pages 



. filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



pages 



1-14 



as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

_, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 



filed with the letter of 30 December 2004 (30. 12«2004) 



pages 



1/5-5/5 



[U the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

.filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed wifli the demand 



U **'"8u^ofa.n«sla«on&n«shedf6rthepun«.sasofi„u^^^^ 

LJ *ela:iguageofpublicaaonoftheintemationalappIication(underRuIe48J(b)) 

U *e^.anj.age of the tra«.atlo„ fi.n,ished for fl,e ^ of i«cn«.io«U p^Un^ary exa™:«tion (u«ler Ruie 55.2 and/ 

SLStxL^itioTw^^^^^^^^ in the interaatiomU application, the international 

U contained in the inteniational plication in vwitten foim. 

U filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Aufliorily in written form. 

11 fa™shed _subsemiEntl^tathj.^A^ithsH^^^^ 



n TThe amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 



n the drawings, sheets/fig . 



D '^e^^T.^^J''^ ''^^!'^'^ ^^(^"'"^ amendments had not been mac 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 7^2(5) 



made, since they have been considered to | 



* Replacement sheets whicJi have been furnished to thp rp/»Wim,r, n^^ • 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



K Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



• Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4-11, 14 



1-3, 12, 13 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl 
D2 
D3 



GB-A-999 509 
WO-A-97 45227 
FR-A-2 512 717, 



2. 



The present application fails to meet the 
requirements of PCfT Article 33(2) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 lacks novelty. 

Dl discloses: 

a protective cap (9, see figxire 4) for two 
contact tubes (6, 7) of a welding torch, each 



of which tubes comprises a drill hole for the 
conveyance and contacting of one welding 
wire (1) in each case, said cap comprising a 
housing for receiving the contact t\ibe, the 
housing being made of - or coated with - a 
material that is a poor conductor of 
electricity (see page 3, lines 37-41) and 
having a drill hole from which the welding wire 
exits, two openings being provided in the 
housing for receiving at least two contact 

/... 
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the additional features of claims 2, 3, 12 
and 13 are known from Dl; 

the additional feature of claim 4 is obvious 
from Dl, and also from D2 (SiN4) ; 

the additional features of claims 9 and 10 are 
known from D3; 

the additional features of claims 5-8, 11 
and 14 are obvious. 



m 



m 



O 
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